
Our Purpose
To inspire, equip, motivate

and encourage small Presbyterian
Churches and to provide rest 

and refreshment for the Clergy 
and Lay Leaders of those Churches.
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Wee Kirk™

2017 Northeast
Wee Kirk Conference

October 9-11, 2017
Laurelville Mennonite Church Center

Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania

Register
Now!

Early registration is best because housing  
arrangements are made on a first come, first-served 

basis. Most facilities are handicapped accessible. 
One set of bedding and towels are provided. 

Registration confirmation 
will be e-mailed or snail mailed. 

Q
Send Your Registration and Check to:

The Presbytery of Shenango
4197 New Castle Road

Pulaski, PA 16143          

Make Your Check Payable To:
Wee Kirk Conference

-OR-
Online registration is available at

www.wee-kirk-ne.org
Q

REGISTRATION FEES
Churches with up to 125 Members

$125 for a husband and wife, or $100 per single registrant. 

Churches with 126-200 Members
$150 for a husband and wife, or $125 per single registrant.

All other persons - $275 each
The financial underwriting which enables these low charges is 
intended to enable the pastor and spouse and four people from 
any one church to attend at the above prices. Most Wee Kirk™ 
expenses are underwritten by larger congregations, governing 
bodies, and individuals. Therefore, fees for “Wee Kirkers” are kept 
as low as possible. All rates are based on double occupancy.  

Q
CANCELLATION POLICY

Registration refunds will be given only through August 31, 2017. 
Because of financial commitments, no refunds will be given after 
this date. In good stewardship, the cancelled registration fee will 
be put toward conference expenses. 

Q
QUESTIONS?

Contact: Helen Kester at (724) 980-9565
or helen.kester@gmail.com

Wee Kirk Conference Schedule
Monday, october 9th

Registration ............................................ 3:00-5:00
Dinner ..............................................................5:00
Evening Session ..................................... 7:00-8:30
Fellowship .......................................................8:45

tuesday, october 10th

Devotions .........................................................7:00
Breakfast .........................................................7:30
Morning Session .................................. 8:30-10:00
Workshops ......................................... 10:30-12:00
Lunch .............................................................12:30
Choir Rehearsal ..............................................1:00
Free Time ............................................... 1:00-3:00
Workshops ............................................. 3:15-4:45
Dinner ..............................................................5:00
Communion Service .............................. 7:00-8:30
Fellowship .......................................................8:45

Wednesday, october 11th

Devotions ........................................................ 7:00
Breakfast ........................................................ 7:30
Workshops ...........................................8:30-10:00
Closing Session ..................................10:30-12:00
Lunch  ........................................................... 12:15 

CHILD  CARE
Because this WKC is a time of rest and spiritual 
refreshment, we encourage those persons with 
children to provide for child care at home. Child 
care will not be offered at the conference.

Q
Tremendous Bookroom provided by

Hearts & Minds Books
www.heartsandmindsbooks.com

Onsite discount and church billing available
Q

Laurelville Mennonite Church Center
Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania 
DIRECTIONS TO LAURELVILLE

Take the Donegal Exit (91) on the PA Turnpike, 
to Route 31West, to Route 982 North.

From West Virginia, take Interstate 79 North, to Route 
68 East, to Route 119 North, to Route 982 North.

From Ohio, take Interstate 70 East to Route 119 South, 
to Route 31 East, to Route 982 North.
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Plenary Speakers
• Jen Haddox • 

“Part of the Global Body” 
Once North Americans were leaders in global Christianity, 

but the amazing growth of the church elsewhere has 
left us in a different place. What is our place in 

the global body of Christ?     
 

• Gary Neal Hansen • 
“Speak, Listen, Be”  

Christians want to pray -- but we feel crummy at it. Explore 
other Christian traditions and we find ways for 

everyone to thrive in prayer.

• Terry Thomas •  
“God’s Word - You will now see whether or 

not what I say will come true for you” 
God’s revealing of himself in the unfolding history of 

redemption provides insight and encouragement for us 
along the way.  Looking at the account of Israel in the 

wilderness highlights many key points.  We’ll take a look at 
Numbers 11 to see how God’s word has graciously supplied 

our need.
 

• Jane Bartholomew •
Music Coordinator/Pianist

and resources for music in the small church

• Matthew Camlin •
Song Leadership

COMMUNION PREACHER
• Tim Monroe •

“It’s Not the Size of the Dog.....”
Matthew 14:22-33  The chief need in our congregations 
is to position our people to recognize the spiritual face 
of Jesus amid the troubled waters of our communities.  

Faithful people are beginning to realize that the mission 
field just might be in their own backyards.

1.  Jen Haddox
Jen has furthered mission work worldwide via 
Pittsburgh Seminary and is the Director of Global 
Engagement with ECO.

“Witness in the Muslim World”   
The past decades have seen unprecedented numbers 
of Muslims turning toward Jesus and Christianity. 
Learn about the amazing ways God is at work and 
what it means for us.

2.  Gary Neal Hansen
Gary has taught at Dubuque Seminary. He has written: 

“Kneeling with Giants,” a Devotional Book of 
the Year and Blogs, “Letters to a Young Pastor.”
“Being Honest about Religious Experience”
“Helping People Listen Where God Likes to 
Speak: The Classical Spiritual Practice of Lectio 
Divina”
Prayer is a conversation -- but how can we hear 
God’s part? This ancient prayerful approach to 
Scripture helps leaders and congregations hear 
God’s voice. 

3.  Terry Thomas 
Dr. Thomas is a Biblical Professor at Geneva 
College.  He is a teaching minister at Orchard Hill 
Church in the Pittsburgh area.
“What is Exegesis?: ‘A Text Without a Context 
Is a Pretext for a Proof Text’”
Good interpretation of the Bible requires 
investigating the historical and linguistic contexts 
of a passage.  We’ll take a look at the important 
issues to consider in these areas and what resources 
are helpful in the task.

4.  Tony Catullo
Tony is an Honorably Retired Pastor from 
Redstone Presbytery now serving as an Interim 
Pastor.  Tony will share leadership experiences 
from the Air Force and his Pastorates.
“Called to Lead”
Are Leaders born or made?   Some people may be 
natural leaders but the truth is leadership can be 
developed and we will explore how leaders are made.   

5.   Andy Shaffer
Andy is an experienced crisis minister and 
presently serving as a Hospice Chaplain. 

“Basic Spiritual Help for When Bad Stuff 
Happens”
Congregations are not immune from experiencing 
traumatic events.  This workshop seeks to encourage 
us as survivors in how to deal with these events.

6.   Jim Kitchens & Deborah Wright
Jim and Deborah formed PneuMatrix as a vehicle 
to build Adaptive Change Leadership capacity to 
Presbyteries and congregations as they face the 
challenges of post Christendom.

“Facing into the Tsunami” 
A tsunami of cultural change is headed toward all 
our churches.  How do we begin to wrestle with the 
adaptive challenges we now face?

7.  Greg Hartung
Greg has over 30 years of experience as Director 
of Presbyterian Media Mission. 

“How does this work?”
How do we blend what works with opportunities 
presented by social media for bringing people to 
Christ? Relationship building is the key to doing 
evangelism in the digital age!

8.  Terry Cunningham
A Facilitator of Alzheimer’s Groups in WV.

“Surviving Alzheimer’s as a Care Giver” 
Caregiving is one of the most difficult jobs one 
will experience.  Review techniques in differing 
situations that will help you and the care receiver.

9.  Carolyn Leah
Carolyn is a Christian Educator at Beulah 
Presbyterian Church,  where she uses her gifts for 
teaching and leading in the Christian nurture of 
children and their families. 

“Intergenerational Ministry” 
What is it? Is it important? Learn the basics and 
some practical ways to incorporate it into the life 
of the church.  

Seminars


