


Forrest Claassen begins role as 
new Synod executive 

Rev. Forrest Claassen, former co-executive and stated clerk 
of the Presbytery of Los Ranchos, was unanimously voted 
to become the Synod's new executive last fall and began 
serving in 2022. 
One of my goals is to think about what it means that this is 

 
 

Region answers call for Ukraine 
In early March, the Synod of the Trinity 
invited the presbyteries, congregations and 
individuals in the region to donate money to 
assist Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in its 
humanitarian response to the war in 
Ukraine. We agreed to match incoming 
dollars to support those affected by the war. 
Because your enthusiasm was so powerful, the Synod increased the matching 
figure twice. We received more than $200,000 in donations and have 
matched $100,000 of those funds, bringing the total donation figure to more 
than $300,000! 

 Many area Presbyterians have also responded in their own ways to 
help with those affected by the war in Ukraine. Find these stories on 
the Synod website detailing how your neighbors have helped: 

 At First Church of Pittsburgh,  
 Ukraine war hits close to home for the Rev. Dr. John Burgess 
 lead to help Ukraine 
 Ukraine war 'not rational' for PCUSA co-worker Ellen Smith 

 

Philly executive presbyter elected 
General Assembly co-moderator 

During the opening weekend of the 225th General Assembly (2022) of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Revs. Ruth Santana-Grace (the executive 
presbyter of the Presbytery of Philadelphia) and Shavon Starling-Louis (pastor 
from Charlotte, NC) were elected co-moderators of the Assembly. 

Find these stories and more at SynTrinity.org 
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