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      The PWSnews!        
News from the Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Trinity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hitch a Ride with Us to a Joyful PW Retreat/Gathering! 

Finding Joy in the Journey 

Thursday, July 16-18, 2026 

Antiochian Village Retreat & Conference Center 

Ligonier, PA 

Look for more information in these pages 
 

 

 

PWSnews! is an electronic of the Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Trinity. To subscribe please, 
go to https://mailchi.mp/75cfbd418456/pws-trinity or email PWS Leadership, Resources Coordinator 
Bettie Stammerjohn at bbstammerjohn@gmail.com  

February 2026-  In this Issue: 
 

• Save the Date – PWS Retreat July 2026  

• PWS Retreat/Gathering Registration Info & Flyer 

• PWS Search Committee Information 

• PWS By Laws Revision Information 

• 2026 PWS Mission Project 

• RED Team Update 

• PW Churchwide Gathering – Save the Date 

• Commission on the Status of Women  

• Horizons Magazine schedule & subscription information 

• PW Historian Reminder 

• PW Resources Online 

• 2026-2027 Horizons Bible Study flier 

• Horizons Magazine BOGO Gift Subscription Offer 

The PW Purpose 
Forgiven and freed by God in 

Jesus Christ, and empowered by 

the Holy Spirit, we commit 

ourselves 

• to nurture our faith through 

prayer and Bible study, 

• to support the mission of the 

church worldwide, 

• to work for justice and peace, 

and 

• to build an inclusive, caring 

community of women that 

strengthens the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses 

to the promise of God’s 

kingdom. 

https://mailchi.mp/75cfbd418456/pws-trinity
mailto:bbstammerjohn@gmail.com
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PWS Search Committee Update 

The search committee is trying to fill 2 positions on our Team: 
 
1.Spiritual Enrichment Leader 
 
2. Vice Moderator in charge of programs 
 
The second position could lead to Moderator; however, if someone would take it without that 
commitment, we could honor that. We would need to look for a moderator elect next year. 
 
Please give this serious consideration. Look around in your PW. If you or someone you know would 
be interested in either of these two leadership positions, please contact Ellie Grove, Search 
Committee Chairwoman. Email: elliegrove.pw@gmail.com  
 
In order to allow our Presbyterian Women, The Synod of the Trinity to continue to be active we need 
people who are willing to take on leadership positions. You are never alone. The AT works together 
and is there to support you. Please give prayerful consideration to serving on Board. 
 

PWS Bylaws Changes 

At our October 6-8, 2025 Administrative Team / Coordinating Team meeting we reviewed our By-
Laws and will be voting on proposed changes at our PW Synod Gathering Business Meeting at 
Antiochian Village on July 18, 2026. 
 
The two changes made and proposed  (Article IV Section 4-B and Article VI Section 4) need to be 
brought before the PW Presbyteries of the Synod of the Trinity at least 60 days prior to our July 18, 
2026 meeting. See attachment next page. 
 
The rational for these changes are: 

• With Lackawanna and Lehigh Presbyteries combining to form Mountain Laurel Presbytery, 
Synod of Trinity now has only 15 Presbyteries. 

• Many of our Presbyteries have fewer or no active Presbyterian Groups. 
• Serving two terms is consistent with many local congregations. 

Please share this information with your PW ladies.  
 
If you have any question just let Moderator Joyce Johnson know (Email: joyrick@comcast.net) she 
will answer them as best as she can or direct your question to someone who can. 
 

mailto:elliegrove.pw@gmail.com
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Mulanje Mission College of Nursing and Midwifery (MMCNM) 
a member of the Christian Health Association of Malawi (CHAM), is owned by the 

Church of Central African Presbyterian (CCAP), Blantyre Synod. 
 It was established in 1930 by Scottish Missionaries. 

 
Our one time giving will provide the resources need to purchase critical equipment 

for the current skills laboratory to ensure proper training.  It allows students to 

gain hands ς on experience in a simulated clinical environment. 

The skills laboratory is a replica of the hospital where skills demonstration takes place and 

students take time to perfect their nursing and midwifery skills before they are allocated to the 

hospitals. The current skills laboratory equipment required by standards includes mannequins 

that students would use for various skills practice, such as wound dressing, bed bathing, feeding, 

cannulation, oxygenation, resuscitation, a pregnant mannequin for antenatal, labor delivery, and 

postpartum skills. Mannequin for neonate care 

Mortality rates in Sub – Saharan Africa, with a recent estimated Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 

of 381 per 100,000 live births. The most common causes of these maternal deaths are 

preventable and are attributed to inequalities in access to quality health services. According to the 

World Bank report (2022), 82.02% of people in Malawi live in rural areas where access to quality 

health care is a challenge. https://mbf.org/ccap-mulanje-college-of-health-sciences/ 

Donations should be sent to your PW treasurer.  

Thank you for your support to enhance the learning experience for the students. 

Gratefully,  

Suzanne Herger, Missions 

Synod of the Trinity PW    

Suzanne.herger@verizon.net 

267-471-0832  

 

        
  

mailto:Suzanne.herger@verizon.net
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Members of the RED Team met via zoom in February 23rd.  Our RED Team selected to listen to an 
episode of the October 27th Podcast - Audrey. 
 
October 27th is a podcast that tells the story of the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue shooting through the 
voices of the local community.  Each episode introduces us to the story of a person who experienced the 
synagogue shooting and its aftermath: survivors and family members of those who were killed, Jewish 
community members, and their non-Jewish neighbors.  October 27th is adapted from Meanings of 
October 27th, an oral history project that interviewed over 100 Pittsburghers about their life stories and 
reflections on the shooting.   
 
Audrey Glickman is a member of the Tree of Life Congregation and a survivor of the October 27th, 2018 
synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh. In this episode, she shares about growing up Jewish in Pittsburgh and 
her experience of surviving the attack and its aftermath. This interview is adapted from an oral history 
interview conducted by Aliza Becker with Audrey on December 9, 2019 for the Meanings of October 
27th oral history project. 
 
If you are interested in joining the RED Team, please contact Karen Haas (814-397-1619). We are 
particularly looking for women from the Pittsburgh, Northumberland, Donegal and Lehigh/Lackawanna 
Presbyteries (the new Mountain Laurel Presbytery). We would like representatives from all of the 
Presbyteries in our Synod. 

https://share.transistor.fm/s/8b075f87
https://october27archive.org/oral-histories
https://october27archive.org/oral-histories
tel:814-397-1619
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United Nations 70th Commission on the Status of Women 
 

 The Presbyterian Women, Inc., along with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will have a joint 
delegation participating at the U.N.’s 70th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) held in New York 
City March 9-19. 
 

 Bettie Stammerjohn, our PWS Leadership, Resources & Communication Coordinator, was 
selected to serve as one of the Presbyterian Women delegates. Bettie will be attending events in New 
York City from March 6-13 and will be able to attend some events virtually from home, March 16-19.  
She is the only delegate from the Synod of the Trinity (covering Pennsylvania, most of West Virginia and 
part of Ohio). Bettie will be one of 60 plus Presbyterian delegates attending official and parallel events 
hosted by the UN Women, Ecumenical Women and the NGO CSW/NY. 
 

 Additionally, Suzanne Herger, our PWS Mission Coordinator, will be attending as an observer. 
Suzanne will be able to attend many parallel events hosted by the NGO CSW/NY, along with connecting 
with our PW and PC(U.S.A.) delegates and activities. 
 

 CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of 
gender equality and the empowerment of women. We are proud to be a part of this community of over 
5,000 participants from around the world, including UN Member States, UN programs, agencies, and civil 
society who come together to further gender equity. 
 

 The priority theme for the 70th session is “Ensuring and strengthening access to justice for all 
women and girls, including by promoting inclusive and equitable legal systems, eliminating discriminatory 
laws, policies, and practices, and addressing structural barriers” The review theme is “²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
effective participation and decision making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for 
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-
fifth session)”. 
 

 Bettie will have the opportunity to attend various meetings, workshops, seminars and briefings 
addressing many topics around the priority and review themes. Additionally, she will be able to attend 
some sessions as the U.N. member states review and debate the recommendations developed from 
these conversations. 
 

 While we often think gender equality and the empowerment of women as more of a third world 
country issue, please remember that women everywhere experience social, economic, employment, 
political and other forms of gender discrimination including sexual and physical violence, even in the 
United States.  
 

 The United States is one of only six United Nations member states — and the only industrialized 
democracy — that hasn’t joined the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW). The other non-signatory countries are Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Palau and Tonga. 
CEDAW was adopted by the UN in 1979 and signed by President Carter in 1980. But the U.S. Senate has 
never ratified it. 
 

Please keep Bettie and Suzanne in your prayers and thoughts as they attend this monumental gathering 
in March. 
 

https://docs.un.org/E/CN.6/2021/L.3
https://docs.un.org/E/CN.6/2021/L.3
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
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Horizons Magazine – New Publishing Schedule! 
Beginning in 2026, Horizons magazine will be published four times a year. While that’s a change, the 

content of the magazines will continue to celebrate and embody the PW Purpose, highlighting ways 

PW individuals and groups build inclusive communities, do mission and advocacy, grow together in 

faith and keep PW vital through their creativity, generosity and discipleship. Based on when 

particular resources are needed, the new schedule reflects PW and church life seasons. 

Spring (delivering first week of March) 

• Birthday Offering 

• previous year’s index 

• Installation Service 

• Bible study resources 8 and 9 

 

Summer (delivering first week of June) 

• Bible study resources 1 and 2 

(begins new study) 

• Honorary Life Membership honorees 

 

Fall (delivering first week of September) 

• Bible study resources 3, 4 and 5 

• Thank Offering 

 

 

 

Winter (delivering first week of December) 

• Celebrate the Gifts of Women 

• Fellowship of the Least Coin 

• Bible study resources 6 and 7 

While delivery of printed copies can vary slightly depending on the post office and regional 

differences, the digital issue of Horizons magazine will be available no later than the date in 

parentheses. 

Horizons is the magazine (and Bible study) by and for Presbyterian Women. It’s the resource for 
helping you explore where faith and life connect. Focusing on issues of faith—from the interplay 
between literature and theology to violence against women—Horizons gives you insights from 
women around the world and inspiration to live boldly. Within the pages of Horizons, you will find a 
wealth of information you need to live in faith as a Presbyterian Woman. Inside you will find mission 
stories, ideas for justice and peace work, information about Presbyterian Women and our 
denomination, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), devotions, Bible study resources (to support the 
annual PW/Horizons Bible study) and a short Bible study on the issue’s theme! Horizons is just for 
you because Horizons is about you and your sisters in faith, amazing Presbyterian Women! 

A print subscription to Horizons includes four issues of the award-winning magazine and the annual 
Bible study.  

If you’re already a subscriber, thank you and good choice! Remember, your subscription comes with 
free digital access to the magazine. 

Subscribe or renew a subscription to Horizons. 

Check out the attached flier (last page) for a special BOGO for Gift Subscriptions.  Give a gift of 

Horizons magazine to friends and family (and don't forget your pastor and other congregation 

members)! 

https://horizons.mydigitalpublication.com/archive/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/
https://mcusercontent.com/c46f2ad3a3910c687defe1b1f/files/a6f59386-3dc5-1af2-2b17-52e90f874861/Horizons_Gift_Subscriptions_offer_2026.pdf
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There are all sorts of resources for your PWP, Congregation and 
Circle online ! 
× You can find help & ideas, Horizons Bible Study resources, and sign 

up for news and information on the PW website at 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/  
 

× Join the PW Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa  
 

× PW is also on You Tube  and X (formerly known as Twitter)  with 
links on the website 
 

× Don’t forget to sign up for the PW NewsBytes for information from 
Louisville. 
 

× Don’t forget the PW Shop where you can order free resources to 
download and print, as well as purchase promotional items and other 
items. 

A Reminder from your PW Historian  

Please complete your 2025 PW History Reports 
 

 History reports for 2025 for PWs in the Congregations should have been 

ÚÜÉÔÐÛÛÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàȭɯ!ÜÛɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÉÌ sure to send it ASAP! One copy 

should be sent to your PW in the Presbytery (Historian, Secretary or Moderator) and a 

second copy to the John Bulow Campbell Library. 

 Presbytery PW history reports need to be submitted to Alcinda James by 

March 15th , and a copy to the John Bulow Campbell Library.  

 Copies of the report forms and mailing information were sent to PW leaders in 

November. Please be sure to complete them and return them in a timely fashion. 

Copies of the forms can be downloaded here. 

 Mail forms and extra pages to: John Bulow Campbell Library, Columbia 

Theological Seminary, PO Box 520, Decatur GA 30031. And a copy of all to Alcinda 

James, 41981 Old Irondale Road, Irondale OH 43932. 

Questions for Alcinda email jamesalcinda@gmailcom. 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
https://www.facebook.com/presbyterianwomenpcusa
mailto:jamesalcinda@gmailcom
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